
 

 

The spring is approaching fast and Norouz is near, and we would 
like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy, healthy and 
prosperous new year. To celebrate the arrival of Norouz, ZANT 
has organized a celebration party to mark the occasion on March 
the 21st. This year would also be the 20th anniversary of the forma-
tion of ZANT and we would like to invite all our Zartushti families, 
their friends and loved ones to join us and celebrate this happy  
occasion. Next year will be a very exciting year for our community, 
as we will observe a much faster and visible progress on our 
ZANT Center project. We are fully expecting to finish and have an 
opening of the center within the year. 
 
We are glad to report to you that the groundbreaking Jashan & 
Prayers at the site, on February 8, were very well attended and 
successful. The  Emergency Meeting on the same day, achieved 
it’s two goals of receiving approval to sell the Lubbock property at 
the offered price of $30,000.00 as well as waiving the ninety day 
waiting period to conduct board elections.  
We have received four nominations for the board as follows: 
Farieda Irani for Vice President, Keshvar Buhariwalla for social di-
rector, Roya Kaviani Bidanjiry for director and Delna Godiwalla for 
director. ZANT will mail the secret ballots to the membership and 
an election committee will open and count the votes at the March 
8 AGM.   
May there be peace in the world and may Ahura Mazda bless our 
community.  

 EVENTS IN MARCH 2009 
 

Sunday 8th 
Religious class  

ZANT AGM/Emergency Election Meeting 
 

Saturday 21st  
NoRuz 2009 & ZANT 2Oth Anniversary Celebration 

We welcome and encourage feedback from our community.  Please send comments or suggestions to  
president@zant.org or mail to ZANT, P.O. Box 271117, Flower Mound, TX 75027 
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At our Navroze function in March, we 
are having a silent auction and need 
your help with donations. Not sure 
what to donate? Here are some ideas: 

Clean out the closet! Any 'like new' 
items are acceptable. Toys, sports-
memorabilia, home decor such as 
frames etc and sports memorabilia ..... 

Ask your favorite store, restaurant or 
service provider for an item or gift cer-
tificate!   Think of the places you shop, 
have dinner, friends who own busi-
nesses .... 

Raid your wine cellar! We intend to 
put together some celebration baskets 
with donated bottles of wine or cham-
pagne! 

"Re-gift" - Ever receive a gift you just 
cant find a use for? Who hasn't! When 
you donate your new, unused item to 
the silent auction, everyone wins! 

SILENT AUCTION 

If you have an item or service you would like to donate to the Silent Auction, please call Zenobia Chinoy or 
email at birgischnnoy@hotmail.com 

Donations must be received by: March 6th, 2009. 

ZANT Annual General Body Meeting/Emergency Elections Meeting 

Date: Sunday March 8, 2009 
Time: 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm 
Place: Christopher Parr Library 
 6200 Windhaven Pkwy. 
 Plano, TX 75093 
 (972) 769-4300 

The agenda of the meeting is as follows: 
Approve minutes of the previous meetings 
Present 2008 accounts and approve 2009 budget 
(Audit Report copies will be available for reference at the meeting) 
ZANT Center update 
Capital Campaign update 
Election of four Board members 
General discussions 
Questions and answers 
Announce Election Results 
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It is that time of the year again 
when kids are counting down to 
“spring break” and plans are al-
ready underway for NouRuz.  

However, ZANT began its plan-
ning last year, because it was 
important that - “the 20th Anniver-
sary of ZANT” be marked in a 
very special way.  

As with all joyous and auspicious 
occasions, what better way to do 
that than with a celebration of our 
faith and traditions all rolled into 
one - a Jashan followed by a 
party!  

And, so began the search for a 
location that would allow us to 
party, and more importantly to 
hold a Jashan and begin our 
NouRuz with blessings from 
Ahura Mazda. 

This however was not a simple 
task. Many of us who have 
scouted hotels and other venues 
for Navjotes and weddings know 
of the obstacles we face in ex-
plaining and getting permission to 
hold a “Jashan” in a public venue 
such as a hotel. But, with perse-
verance and many explanations 
Zenobia Chinoy and Cyra Shroff 
were able to secure the Crowne 
Plaza…. for exactly this purpose.  

NouRuz e Khojeste & ZANT 20th Anniversary Celebration 
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There was however, a mini-
mum dollar requirement to 
hold this event, but it was 
equally important to ZANT that 
prices be kept close to last 
year’s so that all could join in 
this celebration….. Once 
again, visiting parents of mem-
bers are invited to attend at the 
member rate and International 
student members are invited to 
attend free of charge (provided 
they call Pearl @ 972-519-
0373 & make reservation be-
fore the deadline).  

In order to accomplish all this 
ZANT is subsidizing this event 
for its members, whereas the 
non-members will be charged 
the cost price.  

We realize that everyone is a 
little more careful during these 
tough economic times, but we 
hope we have made it possible 
for you to attend this Special 
NouRuz and 20th Anniversary 
Celebration. 

We, as a community, have 
much to be thankful for, with 
the promise of a new ZANT 
Center and many more events 
to look forward to! 

We hope therefore to see all of 
our ZANT Family there! 

• This New Year Jashan will be 
presided over by five Mobeds! 

• Our very own ZANT kids will, 
perform a Square-dance & sell their 
first book, “Creations of Ahura 
Mazda” (written & illustrated by 
our Religious Class Kids) to raise 
funds for their ZANT Center. 

• A visit by Amoo NouRuz with 
gifts for all kids…..have they been 
naughty or nice? 

• A Silent Auction where you 
will find some great deals & at the 
same time, help ZANT…..because 
the proceeds will go to the ZANT 
General Fund. 

• An adjoining room for our kids 
to safely play on their own. 

• In addition, the Cash Bar & 
Buffet is sure to please all palates 
and of course, there is music and 
dancing to round off the evening. 

WE WISH YOU ALL NOURUZ E KHOJESTE  

Correction 
 

We apologize for an error in the last news-
letter…….The 2009 Zoroastrian New Year 
arrives on the Vernal Equinox on March 
20, 2009 at exactly 06:44:30 am in the 
Dallas - Ft. Worth area (not 05:44:30 am, 
as stated in the last newsletter) 
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     Jashn-e Sadeh Celebration 
     January 2009 

 
 

ZANT Celebrated Jashn-e Sadeh on Saturday January 31st at Hoblitzelle Park in Plano. More than 
sixty community members gathered to celebrate this ancient celebration of the discovery of fire. A 
bonfire was made from the branches and woods collected by the participants. With everyone sur-
rounding the fire Mobed Poras Balsara and Ervad Burzin Balsara recited the Atash Niayesh prayers. 
This was followed by the song of “Atash” sang by the entire group. Finally the community members 
shared dinner and desert ranging from delicious “Aash” and traditional dishes to other tasty foods. 
The kids and youth played, and the rest socialized while listening to music. This was a unique Jashn-
e Sadeh in that the daytime temperature was 70 degrees, first time this warm in the past 17 years. 
Thank you to all who participated and we hope to see all of you take part in next year’s Jashn-e 
Sadeh. 

ZANT NEWS LOOKING BACK 

Interfaith Activity 
 
On January 29, 2009, our Ervads Poras 
and Burzin Balsara graciously attended 
the St. Alcuin Montessori’s first interfaith 
panel.  The topic for the panel was 
“prayers for others.”  Sherazade Mehta 
who is a teacher at this school is also a 
member of the St. Alcuin Diversity Com-
mittee.  This picture was taken by the 
school’s Director of Publications and 
Alumni Affairs and was broadcasted in the 

St. Alcuin E-News with the following statement: “Director of Diversity Nichole Franks and 
her committee did a masterful job in putting together a panel of representatives from six 
different religious backgrounds.  Attendees found the evening to be interesting and thought 
provoking.  The presentations were followed by a lively question and answer session.” 
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Inspirational Thought for the month:  

 
H appiness depends upon your outlook on life.  
A ttitude is just as important as ability.  
P assion find yours this year!  
P ositive thoughts make everything easier.  
Y ou are unique, with special gifts, use them.  
 
N ew beginnings with a new year.  
E nthusiasm  a true secret of success.  
W ishes may they turn into goals.  
 
Y ears go by too quickly, enjoy them.  
E nergy - may you have lots of it.  
A ppreciation of life, don't take it for granted.  
R elax  take the time to relax in this coming year.  

 
by Catherine Pulsifer 

NoRuz & ZANT’s 20th Anniversary Celebration:  
 

Our kids have 2 items for all of you – 
They’ve started learning “Square Dancing” & are preparing to impress you on March 21st, 
2009 at the ZANT Function. So please be there to enjoy their dance & cheer them. 
They’ve written a book titled “Creations of Ahura Mazda” to do their share in raising 
funds for our ZANT Center. This colorful book includes the Amesha Spentas, Creation 
Story, puzzles, etc.  It was printed at the Helen Keller Institute for Deaf and Blind in Mum-
bai, India. It will be released for sale at the 2009 NouRuz function.  We hope that you will 
encourage our kids in this worthwhile endeavor by purchasing this book. 

 
Wishing all of  you ……… 

 
Happy New Year 

 
If  it didn't bring you joy 

just leave it behind 
Let's ring in the new year 
with good things in mind 

 
Forget every bad memory 

that brought heartache and pain 
And let's turn a new leaf 

with the smell of  new rain 
 

Let's forget past mistakes 
making amends for this year 
Sending you these greetings 
to bring you hope and cheer 

 
Happy New Year! 

  
(Source: Internet) 

     KIDS CORNER 
 

                         (Kid’s Corner logo courtesy of Zoroastrian Studies, India) 
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Children’s Religious Class:  
 
Our next religious class will be held on Sunday, 
March 8th, 2009 at 11:30 am, at the Balsara 
Residence. 

 
Please note that we will have ZANT AGM after the class. (At Christopher Parr Library) 
 
For further details about the Religious Classes, please contact Pearl Balsara. 

              
Pearl P. Balsara 

 KIDS CORNER 
continued                        Joke Time 

(Laugh – it increases your face value)  
 

Q: What is a cow’s favorite holiday?  
A: Moo Year’s Day 

 
Q: What is white when it is dirty & black when 

it is clean?  
A: A Blackboard! 

 
Q: What starts with a T, ends with a T & is 

full of T?  
A: A Tea-pot! 

 
 Q: When is a door not a door?  

A: When it’s ajar! 

Religious Class: 
 

We took a long Religious Class Break….so 
let’s get back to “Zoroastrianism 101” begin-
ning March! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As mentioned before, Nader Shah 
was a commander in Safavid army.  
Nader, born in 1703 A.D., was the 
son of Emam Gholi who belonged to 
the Afshari tribe in city of Khorasan 
(northeastern section of Iran). Nader 
endured many hardships and chal-
lenges in his young adult years. How-
ever, every single time he overcame 
the hardships with much bravery. 
When he was 17, he was captured and 
imprisoned along with his mother by 
the Uzbacks . His mother died in cap-
tivity; however, he managed to escape 
later on. Nader’s bravery was noted 
by Mahmood Afghan who gave him 
the title of sirdar or commander. 
 
Due to Shah Tahmasb’s (Safavid Dy-
nasty) deteriorating conditions, his 
soldiers chose Nader as their leader. 
Nader decided to drive Afghans out 
of Iran. First he conquered Khorasan, 
as a result the Afghans moved to Esfe-
han. Nader entered Esfehan with 
much welcome, where he defeated 
Ashraf Afghan who escaped to Shiraz. 
Ashraf Afghan was defeated again in 
Shiraz and wanted to escape to 
Ghandehar when he was captured by 
the Balooch. Nader Shah ended eight 
years of Afghan dominance in Iran. 
Next Nader defeated Ottoman via 
several wars and surrounded Baghdad 
and upon demand he regained all the 
lost territories and consequently Iran’s 
borders returned to pre-Afghan time. 
 

Tracing Our Zoroastrian Roots 
The Afsharieh Dynasty 

1721-1821 A.D. 
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Up to this time in history, Nader 
Shah was considered one of the 
best commanders in history. He 
was a long-term strategist. He 
understood that it was very diffi-
cult to rule a large country. There-
fore, his only interest was to re-
gain Iran’s previous territories 
without adding extra foreign land. 
During his reign, Nader Shah 
consistently worked on re-
building Iran. He improved trad-
ing in Bahr-e Khazar (Caspian 
Sea) in northern Iran and Khalij-e 
Farse (Persian Gulf) in southern 
Iran. An Englishman called John 
Alton established trade relations 
between Iran and England and 
helped Iran to build two trading 
ships, one of which became op-
erational. 
 
Unfortunately, towards the latter 
part of his life, Nader Shah 
changed personality. It is said that 
Nader Shah’s left arm was injured 
while traveling to Mazandaran to 
settle unrest in the region. He be-
came suspicious of his own son 
and ordered to blind him. Soon he 
regretted what he had done and 
from then on he changed person-
ality and ordered some of the 
worse acts of crime against some 
people. He ordered severe punish-
ments with minimal mistakes. 
The cruel killings in the cities of 
Kerman and Mash-had were one 
the lowest points of his reign. Fi-
nally, in 1763 A.D. Nader Shah 
was killed by his chiefs of army. 
His death lead to uprisings in dif-
ferent regions of Iran:  

 
 
Nader Shah suppressed Mohammad 
Khan Balooch uprising in Fars, 
fought Ottoman in the region, took 
Bahrein back, and recaptured Iran’s 
territories. At this time, the Russians 
who had conquered part of northern 
Iran (i.e. Bahr-e Khazar states), left 
Iran’s soil. In effect, Nader Shah 
saved Iran from Afghans, Ottomans, 
and the Russians. Twelve days prior 
to Nouruz, in a great celebration in 
the presence of more than 1000 mili-
tary men and scholars, Nader was 
chosen as Iran’s leader and in 1751 
A.D. he established the Afsharieh 
Dynasty. Nader’s son, Reza Gholi 
Mirza, defeated Uzbecks and decided 
to advance towards Ghandehar. The 
latter action was disapproved by 
Nader. Due to the above defeats, Af-
ghans escaped to India. Due to fear 
of regrouping of Afghans and attack-
ing Iran, Nader Shah sent a messen-
ger to India requesting the ruler, 
Mohammad Shah, not to allow the 
Afghans into India. Mohammad 
Shah ignored Nader Shah and did 
not respond. Nader Shah advanced 
towards India and conquered Kash-
mere, Penjaab, and Lahoor leading 
to Mohammad Shah’s defeat. How-
ever, due to his gallantry, Nader 
Shah returned India’s throne to 
Mohammad Shah. His only request 
was to free up Iran’s lands to previ-
ous borders. Mohammad Shah was 
very impressed by Nader Shah and 
gave him many precious jewelry in-
cluding Koohe Noor (or mountain of 
light) and Da rya-yeh Noor (Sea of 
light) diamonds, and Takht-e Solai-
mon. Nader Shah rewarded his army 
and Indian officials. 
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Afghans in Azarbayejan, Mohammad Hossein Ghajar in Mazandaran, and Heraculeous in Gorjestan.  Soon Zandieh 
took possession of most of Iran’s territory. Nader Shah’s successors were unworthy and gave away most of coun-
try’s treasury including the valuable jewelry received from India. At last, in 1821 Fatali Shah killed Nader Mirza 
(son of Shahroukh), the last king, and ended Afsharieh Dynasty. 
 
During this era many important poets lived. To name a few: Faisy, Abu-Taleb Hakim, Zohory Tarshizy, Taleb Amoli, 
and Vahshi Bafghi, who recited Shirin and Farhad. Mola Sadr-oldin Shirazi was a well known philosopher and 
healer. Due to the orders of the Indian kings, many history books were written about Iran by Iranian writers who 
moved to India. An example is Akbar Nameh by Shakhe Abul Fazl. philosopher, scholar, and sophi. Lotf Ali Beck-
Azar wrote a book called Atash-Kedeh about the history and biography of the Iranian poets from ancient Iran till his 
time. 
 
The content of the above article is directly translated from the below references. For questions and comments please 
contact Saghar Behroozi. 
Sources: 
1.  Tareekh-e Iran by: Hassan Pirnia, Abass Eghbal Ashtiani, and Dr. Bagher Agheli 
2.  Tareekh-e Kamel-e Iran by Dr. Abdolah Raazi 
3. The Aryanpur Progressive Persian-English Dictionary by Manoochehr Aryanpur Kashani with collaboration of 
Seyyed Mostafa Assi. 

Tracing Our Zoroastrian Roots  The Afsharieh Dynasty 
1721-1821 A.D. 
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Nouruz Pirooz Baad 
         

As we get closer to the first day of spring, Iranians and all who celebrate Nouruz get ready for this an-
cient Persian celebration. Everyone starts cleaning house a month prior to Nouruz. Two weeks prior to Nouruz 
families start growing “Sabzeh” from wheat, lentil, or other seeds. On the last Tuesday evening of the year, 
Iranians celebrate “Chahar Shanbeh Soori”,  jumping over bonfire and singing. The night before the New 
Year, “Haft Seen” table consisting of seven items representing nature, creation, beauty, and good wishes will 
be set at every house. When the New Year begins, each family gets together to say prayers and make good 
wishes for all. Everyone wears new clothes, and visits family, relatives, and friends first starting with the eld-
est in the family. For the next twelve days people visit, exchange gifts, help the needy, renew relationships, 
set aside differences and move forward with a new beginning. After twelve days of celebration, on the thir-
teenth day everybody leaves the house for a day of picnic in the nature to take the bad luck out of the house. 

During Sassanian Era, a Nouruz messenger entered the king’s court at the dawn of Nouruz to wish 
him happiness, prosperity, and success. Then the messenger flew a white hawk in king’s presence. He also set 
a silver table in front of the king. On the periphery of the table, he placed the flour of seven different grains 
such as wheat, barley, rice, lentil, cooked bean, pea, and sesame. On the side he would put seven counts of 
each of the named grains. In the middle there were branches of seven auspicious trees such as Pomegranate, 
Olive, Fig, and willow. He also put seven silver goblets, seven new silver coins with the New Year engraved on 
it, and a pack of “Espand”, an auspicious plant in Persian culture. “Espand” and “Kondor” was put in the fire 
after the ceremony to keep sickness away from the king. There was also a copy of Avesta, milk, cheese and 
dates. It was customary for the Sassanian king to drink fresh milk, eat cheese, and dates on the morning of 
the New Year. This symbolized renewing self and nature. In addition, there were flowers, sugar cane, and 
bread baked from seven seeds. The sixth day of the year had special importance and the celebration continued 
for many days. 

 
Source: Chronolog & Ancient Iranian Festivals By Hashem e Razi 

“The above is a literal translation in English. The word “Iranians” should not be construed as referring to Zoroas‐
trian Iranians only. We are aware that this is a practice amongst all Zoroastrians & hence it is our understanding & 
interpretation that the reference to “Iranians” in this article be inclusive of all “Zarathushtis”. 
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ZANT NEWS Special ZANT General Body Meeting 
Sunday, October 12, 2008 
Christopher Parr Library 

6200 Windhaven Parkway 
 Plano, TX 75093 

 
A General Body Meeting was held on Sunday, October 12, 2008 at 1.30pm at Christopher Parr Library in Plano. Since there were only 30 (out 
of 45 needed) members present, the 5 board members in attendance agreed to override the quorum, since the number of the members pre-
sent was lower than the required quorum. The purpose of the meeting was to: 
1. Approve minutes from prior GB meeting. 
2. See the Building Committee presentation and Q&A 
3. Casting of votes by General Body to approve or Disapprove the Building committee recommendations 
4. Close voting process.  Count the votes cast. 
The meeting was called to order at 1:50pm by Kamran Behroozi (KB1) after a prayer by Er. Poras Balsara (PB1).   
The previous AGM minutes were approved after Firdosh Mehta proposed for acceptance and Jamshed Jamadar seconded the proposal. 
Yes – 30  No – 0  Abstain – 0 
 

KB1:  Went over the rules we would follow during the meeting.  He also informed that anyone who wants to vote can do so at any time if they 
need to leave. 
The meeting was then turned over to the BC for their presentation. 
 

Comments and Questions during the presentation: 
 

On slide 11, it was mentioned that value engineering will reduce the cost.  When we add up all the estimates, we come up with a $42,000 cost 
reduction.  Best case scenario it would cost us $630,000 and the worse case cost would be $737,000. 
 

Birjis Chinoy (BC):  How was the figure arrived at? 
Jamshed Rivetna (JR):  Hold that question as subsequent slides show how. 
 

Firdosh Mehta (FM):  Does the comparative cost include furniture? 
JR:  No cost of furniture is included on both sides. 
FM:  What is the validity date on the bids? 
JR:  Some have 30 days, some 60 days, and some don’t have any dates. 
 

Slide 13 depicted where construction would stop at (Step 10 – Drywall) if no further donations were received (with cash in hand) 
 

Slide 14 depicted Project Cost Progression worksheet.  In the next 3 months, we will make a decision if we go with Plan A or Plan B. 
 

Jamshed Jamadar (JJ):  Can you clarify what Plan A and Plan B are? 
JR:  Plan A would have a 4900 sq. feet building.  It would have everything but the main hall for Phase 1.  
 

BC:  Can you show the plan? 
JR:  Displayed the plan. 
 

Plan B – Delay the portion of construction of the prayer room.  
If that happens, rephrasing of the plans will occur and Phase 1A will have prayer room in the library and in phase 1B, prayer room would be 
added. 
 

Yazdi Kharas (YK):  What is the cost savings? 
Slide 17 showed the estimated savings of about $60,000. 
Phase 1A would cost $570,000 to $677,000.   
 

Keshvar Buhariwalla (KB2):  If we raise this money, we do not have to worry about anything. 
 

The sq. feet of phase 1A would be approximately 4100 sq. ft. (4900 – 825 prayer room). 
 

Total cash and pledges (with Lubbock Land – approximately $30,000 to 60,000) - $630,000 - $660,000 
At this point, the meeting was turned over to Behram Irani (BI) gave a Fundraising Update.  He mentioned that there are no guarantees in life, 
but he was 99% sure all pledges would be met.  There are 175+ families and so far, 70 have pledged or donated.  We will be able to raise 
more funds but we need more volunteers.  $600,000 is real. 
BC:  What reasonable percentage are you looking at? 
BI:  20% 
Abbey Patel (AP):  Has anyone approached besides the initial contact? 
BI:  No we have not. 
YK:  Why are you saying that pledges is cash? 
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BI:  We think we can get it. 
Pearl Balsara (PB2):  $322,000 includes $280,000 from Hong Kong and 3 other pledges. 
 

Kali Buhariwalla (KB3):  It is going to be all of our responsibility.  We will all have to contribute. 
 

BI:  In my opinion, we can raise another $50,000 to $100,000. 
 

Ninaz DiLucci (NL):  Does the $600,000 include TD Waterhouse? 
 

PB2:  Gave a breakdown and as of Friday (10/10) the value was $48,500.  So, as of September 15, we have $595,000. 
 

The presentation continued with slide #19 at 3:05pm.   
 

Current cash & pledges:  $595,000 
 

Lubbock Land:   $30,000 to $60,000 
 

BC:  What is the likelihood of selling the Lubbock land? 
JR:  4 years ago, we had an unsolicited offer of $35,000. 
 

BC:  Have you considered putting it on the market? 
KB1:  Just last week the board authorized that and we have started the groundwork 
FM:  If we sold it for $30,000, we would have $625,000. 
YK:  We should go with figure of $677,000 as we usually do not see anything come under. 
 

Naresh Srinivasan (NS):  Talking of phase 1, we have 175+ families.  50 families (about 28%).  Of which 57% pledges are conditional.  So, 
43% of pledges are fulfilled which comes to 40% of the cost for phase 1A.  In my opinion, this is a very myopic view and a soft approach you 
have taken.  It does not pass the financial smell test. 
YK:  Do we have the project Superintendent Expertise? 
At this point, each of the project team members talked about what their role and commitment would be (slide 22). 
BI:  We have this dedicated group and we are lucky to have this team.  Let us applaud this team.   
FM:  I echo Behram’s thought.  We should try and solicit others than just this team.  Are you going to send this presentation to the members? 
JR:  I don’t mind. 
Slide 26: 
BC:  We can’t do sequencing; doesn’t that delay and add to the cost? 
JJ:  Not necessarily.  A GC would take 6-7 months, and if we act as GC, it would be 8-12 months. 
Slide 28: 
YK:  Who is the point man for OSHA safety? 
JJ:  I am going to lean on my contacts. 
Slide 33 summarized: 
Option 1 è Full Approach or 
Option 1A and Option 1B approach 
JR ended the presentation by asking for the GB authorization and support.   
The floor was opened for Q&A. 
BC:  This is a lot of information to digest in 20 minutes.  We are being bit too hasty.  Leave the voting to later. 
FM:  What is taking you guys so long?  Let us get going. 
PB1:  We have done a lot of votes to purchase this land.  How many people have voted?  No need to stall. 
KB2:  My issue is why can we still not do this process? 
KB1:  We have never had a vote from 175 members.  Enough due diligence has been done by the building committee. 
Delnaz Irani (DI):  We have a lot of new members here today.  How much longer can we keep on waiting? 
 
BI:  We do respect all opinions.  The boards have always been open. 
 

FM:  Speaking on behalf of the fund raising committee, it will make it easy to raise funds if they see something coming up.  Help us do a better 
job. 
 

JR requested PB1 to read an article from the ZAC.   
PB1 read the article.  At this point (4:00pm), voting was opened to anyone who had not yet voted.  Voting closed at 4:10pm after all had voted.  
58 members attended and voted. 
Sonoo Godiwalla and Jamshed Contractor were the independent members appointed to count the votes.  Kamran announced the results of 
the vote – 46 Yes, 12 No. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM 
 

Minutes by Mehelly Bam 
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General Body Meeting 11-30-08 

 

Kamran Behroozi (President) greeted the community and the meeting started with a prayer by Mobed 
Porus Balsara. 
 
Since there were not enough members attending the meeting the quorum requirement was waived. 
 
Kamran stated that this meeting was called to elect someone for the open position of Social Director on the 
Board.  To date the Board had not received a nomination for this position.  He asked if any member wanted 
to be nominated for the position from the floor.  No nominations were received.  The position of the Social 
Director will stay an open position on the Board.  Kamran informed the community that a social sub-
committee was formed to help the Board members with various Zant functions and activities.  Spenta Irani 
stated that his family would help if needed with any function. 
 
Jamshed Rivetna updated the community about the Zant building project.  The old house will be demol-
ished on Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2008.  Right now trees were being cut and a silt fence was being installed.  
The building committee was also working with the plumbers and utility contractors to get bids on the pro-
ject.  Solomon, the sub contractor will begin grading and then after that the concrete would be poured for 
the parking lot. By the end of December, the concrete should be poured for the fire lane.  JJ requested that 
community members especially children not walk on the construction site so that no one gets injured. 
 
Keshvar Buhariwalla felt that the community should get updated more often than once a month regarding 
the construction progress.  Porus suggested that we send out E-News twice a month. Mehelly Bam asked 
that some members were not on the e-mail list and should we mail them a progress report?  Delnaz sug-
gested that those members could be called and informed about the progress.  Spenta stated that from his 
experience on the last board most of the members were receiving the E-News even though some wanted 
the newsletters mailed to them.  Mehelly Bam agreed to send the E-News to the community he will send it 
out within one week of the progress report sent to him by Jamshed Rivetna.  Jamshed Jamadar agreed to 
take pictures of the building progress and would send a picture to Mehelly and Jamshed Rivetna.  JJ also 
suggested that we post information on the Zant website.  Kamran Behroozi will talk to Cyrus Patel about 
this.  Cyrus Patel is keeping the Zant website updated.  Also, Pearl Balsara and Behram Irani will send an 
update to Hong Kong about the progress on the building.  Porus also suggested that we ask for donations 
for the building in every E-News and then link that to a pledge form on the website.  Kamran would check 
with Cyrus Patel about this. 
 
Porus asked when the building foundation would be poured – he would like to do a Jashan or prayers be-
fore the foundation is poured and perhaps even bury a time capsule.  JR stated that would probably happen 
around mid to end of January, however he would have a better idea at the end of December.  The commu-
nity would be informed about this in the January news letter, if not the definite day at least a tentative date.  
Anahita Sidhwa proposed that it be held on the second Sunday of January or February since that’s the day 
of the religious class and people have set that day aside for Zant.  JJ stated that we cannot hold the con-
struction process because time is money and the community would definitely be informed by E-News and 
they would try to give at least a two week notice. 
 
Porus proposed the meeting be adjourned.  
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Emergency General Body Meeting 2-8-09 

Wellington Club House 
352- Furlong Drive, Flower Mound, Tx 75022 

 

 
 
 
Kamran Behroozi (President) welcomed the General membership of Zant and thanked them for attending this emergency meet-
ing. 
 
There were 2 items to be voted on in this meeting: 
 
Kamran stated that 3 board members had resigned and the current board had only three members and did not have a quorum for 
conducting Zant business, so an emergency Board meeting was called to waive the 3 month waiting requirement. 
Ballot sheet stated: 
 “By voting yes, you are waiving the mandatory three months notice for the election of Zant Board members, as well as the six 
weeks submission of the nomination forms prior to the election date.  Because of the emergency nature of the meeting and lack of 
quorum on the board, it is requested that both waiting periods be cut in half.  If the YES vote prevails, the notice of the election to 
the general public would be roughly six weeks and the deadline for the nomination forms would be approximately three weeks in 
advance of such elections.  This vote is only good for the one time election of the board members on March 8, 2009 and would 
not impact future election waiting periods or any other bylaws.” 
The membership voted and the results were as follows: 
70 voted yes; 4 voted no.  Votes were counted by Behram Contractor, Rusi Dadyburjor and Kashmira Mistry. 
 
The other item on the agenda was the sale of the Lubbock land.  Kamran informed the general body that ZANT had received an 
offer for $30,000 for the Lubbock land which had been donated to Zant by Dr. Mehdiabadi in 1998.  The property was listed for 
sale for $33,500.00 and Karl Mistry was handling this transaction with an agent in Lubbock. The building committee had recom-
mended the sale of this land with the proceeds to be used for the construction of the new Zant center.    Dr. Mehdiabadi had do-
nated the land to Zant in 1998 and for several years Zant had received $2300 from the government till 2007.  The contract had 
now expired and henceforth Zant would receive $1100.00 from the government.  Kamran had also talked to Dr. Mehdiabadi who 
stated that price that was being offered for the property was fair keeping in mind the current market conditions and Zant did not 
have any mineral rights to the property.  Yazdi Kharas asked if $30,000 for the property was a gross or net number – Kamran 
stated that $30000 was the gross amount and Zant after paying real estate sales commission and other fees would receive around 
$27,000.  He stated that when construction had started Zant was 90.000.00 short on funds to build Phase 1 of the center.  Zant had 
received a verbal pledge of $50,000 and $10,000 donation and after selling the Lubbock property, Zant would have the funds to 
complete Phase 1 of the building. 
Ballot sheet stated 
“Sell Lubbock land” 
73 yes votes; 1 no vote.  Votes were counted by Dinaz Contractor, Nina Kalianivala and Khushrooh Pardiwalla. 
 
Mahnaz Irani and Soonu Godiwalla asked why three members of the board resigned.  Kamran stated that this is a good question 
and said the reasons are minuted in the board meeting and the members that resigned need to respond to that question and if they 
are present please come forward to explain to the community.  Pearl continued to respond to the same question that since those 
individual members are not here it would not be fair to them if we responded to those questions in their absence, hence recom-
mended that we will inform them of this question and the General Body can ask them the same question during the March 8, 
2009 annual general body meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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